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Standing in the kitchen/dining room.

Talking about the scullery in 1955.

Alice- “You went through there and out the back door”.

Mary –“Back door is still there as well…John Porter…And the other fellow who works for him they did all this”. (changed the scullery, to a utility room)

In the kitchen.

Alice- “That’s nice”.

Mary –“These were going to go either side of the ‘Aga’ (cupboards) then I realised it looked top heavy so…John MacDonald put that there and also little room to cook”.

Alice- “Yes, (the kitchen) it looks bigger to me”.

Mary-“Yes and the windows are changed as well”.

Alice-“Yes the window was just “a window just like the shed windows”…yes, that wee window was bricked up when we were here.

Mary-“Nothings happened with that”.

Alice-“The other side of that he did not know why and I did not know why”.

Mary-“Do you remember it then”?

The kitchen walls have now been taken back to the bare stone.

Alice- “It had plaster over it…Plaster and there were shelves along… Right round about ,fine and handy for the things the kids weren’t to touch.

Mary-“It was pretty bare in here”.

Alice- “There was nothing absolutely nothing”.

Alice- This is the bathroom… I can’t remember.

Mary-“Oh there is a wee bathroom next door yes”.

Alice- “And is that from the other end.

Mary-“You will see the bathroom…The cloakroom.”

What was the bathroom and scullery in 1955, has now been changed into laundry/utility room and small bathroom. 

Mary-“I put all these shelves in and did the floor again and of course the door was along there…And the back door is still in the same place”.

Alice-“ lachie bashed his head, on the back door step, when he was a wee boy.

Mary-“Lachie did…”! 

Alice-“As a wee boy didn’t do him any harm, at least I don’t think so.

Dot-“So was this room the same size and it was the kitchen”?
Mary-“There wasn’t a sink”.  The sink is now at the window.

Alice- “No there wasn’t a sink”, the sink was in the scullery.

Mary-“This was more like a dining room and the sink was in there”, pointing to where the scullery had been.

Alice- “Yes and the sink was in there…The cooker was a Rayburn”, it was in the kitchen.

Mary-“There was no cooker unless they took it”.

Alice- “And in that corner I don’t think there was any thing… Yes I think it was just wall the ceiling has been lowered, I think away back”.

Mary-“I didn’t do anything with that just re decorated”.

Alice- “The ceiling was lowered for the Coutts if I remember right, I think it was then I’m not sure…The window I would say is twice as big”.

Mary-Yes I think it probably would be.

Shehani- “But you didn’t do that”!

Mary- No

Alice- “It’s nice”! 

Mary-“The bathroom you were thinking about is in here, I haven’t changed this actually from…decoration wise, anyway I kept the wall paper on as I thought it quite fine to keep something in”.

Alice- “Yes...That’s not…Its smaller they must have took some of this away”.

Mary-There was a bath…

Alice- “There was a bath…This was our bathroom, the upstairs bathroom wasn’t there.

Mary-“So where did you cook”?

Alice- “On the Rayburn there”.

Mary-“So you had it as a kitchen”!

Alice- “Yes and sitting room”.

Mary-“Originally it must have been a dining room”.

Alice-“Yes it must have been.

Mary-“You can switch of now”.

Alice- We had mice when we were here.

Mary-“There is one that runs along the stone bit there it comes down the bank and it runs past the  bath and then in a hole and its quite blatant if you are standing watching it, it does not bother”.

Alice- “They used to just suddenly appear.  The cat would just sit there, watching him washing his ears, and then one night, he shot out and killed it.  Everyone was very sorry, as the mouse had become quite a character. 

Mary-“Sammy my dog has killed one…I think it actually died of shock. Saw this thing standing over it...She did not know what to do, I was going to get a cat…right you dogs stay”.

Alice- “There was two of these (cupboard in the passage) when we were here.

Mary-“Oh really”.

Alice- “ The kids they had all their toys and stuff in them.  They must have been originally used for outdoor coats and boots.

Mary-“Yes the sofa (needing repaired in one of the cupboards) I am going to have them recovered but it would be a pointless exercise and then the thing under there that would have been there I should think”. 

Alice- “I can’t sort of remembers probably the same rubbish…Out of sight out of mind”.

Mary-“I am sorry I have not really finished in here. (one of the downstairs rooms to the left of the front door) watch you don’t trip on the hoover, I had an accident my chair collapsed completely all about me fortunately there was somebody here…I had five stitches in here.  It was oh my god and em and my friend said your arm and I said at this point I was on the floor.  So I am going to get somebody to make another one…Like that…I use this as an office, what did you use it for…”

Alice– The boys slept in here and one night they were carrying on among themselves well Archie was the youngest he picked up a pistol you know. Threw it at one of the others…Straight through the window…So Mr Noble had to be written too…I am afraid there has been an accident (Laughs)”.

Shehani- “And is this the original window”?

Alice- “Yes that is the same type of window yes”.

Mary-“I have not done anything drastic because I rather like them2.

Alice–“Yes”.  

Mary-“I think is a shame to change things”.

Alice- “For the sake of change”. (original cast iron fire place)

Mary-“Yes once the heat builds up”.

Alice- “Yes it’s nice”.

Mary-“Its great”.

Alice–“Yes I was just going to say I can’t remember what kind of fire it was. Have you done that Mary… No”?

Mary-“No no this was here I haven’t had a fire in here, I can’t remember did John say I think he maybe said that was not a good plan”. 

Alice- “I can’t remember”.

Mary-“And this would be much the same. (room to the right of the front door) And this is what I call the morning room on the schedule”.

Alice–“This was our bedroom

Mary-“This was your bedroom?

Alice–“Yes  this was our bedroom.  This is where Mrs Macalister had her study in this room.   Yes, she was in here, I spoke to her…That fire is different because …It was a black iron fire if I remember”.

Mary-“That would have been nicer I don’t know whether it was the Coutts or the Macalister’s… I have used that one I am hoping to have it cleaned”.

Alice- “At one time there was a great craze for these wasn’t there. These stone fires”?

Mary-“I think in about the nineteen fifties”.

Alice- “Yes if any one got a new house they…You know the fires were changed”.

Dot- “The shelving is still…”

Alice- “They was cupboards I think…With doors on them”

Shehani- “They are the same”?

Alice- “Yes…Windows are the same”.

Mary- “I use this more in the summer”. 

Alice- “Nice in the summer”.

Mary “Yes”.

Alice- “The sun seems to shine over here always”.

Mary- “Yes it’s a great room that …Winston (brown labrador dog) you are coming with us are you”. 

Dot-“Yea you are not eating anything”.

Bathroom

Mary- “The bathroom this wasn’t here at all”.

Alice- “No this was put here when the Coutts came…On you go are you going in or are you not going in.” (to the dog)

Mary- “Its quite strange, in that if you get up in the middle of the night, you kind of go down two steps, then up three, if you are a visitor you could have a nasty fall…Accident”.

Alice-“Yes”.

Mary- “Most people have got the measure of it now”.

Alice- “This was just nothing because on top of the bit down below it just a flat roof here and they had it as just a landing sort of there”. 

Mary- “Well when I came the bath was here I was going to push it further down…Then  I thought you know I am not going to…So I just put a new bath in”.

Alice- “That’s nice”.

Mary- “Em it’s not radically different from when the Macalister’s were here”.

Alice- “From what it was”? 

Mary- “Well it is because the bath in a completely different place but the sides of the room …That was my uncle that did that years ago…” (put in stained glass window)

Alice-“Lovely”.

Mary- “Thought it was quite nice to have one on there…And I did the one on the front.”

Dot-“Yes saw that when we came in”. (stained glass window in the front door)

Mary –“So I have a few personal things”.

Alice- “Yes”. 

Mary-“Sorry he does this…Winston (dog) stops when you are trying to hoover sorry it’s a bit of s mess in here (big room above the kitchen) I have just got back from holiday and Winston (dog) has destroyed the sofa oh he destroyed the waste paper basket the other night he finished it of…And that fire might have been the same…Fireplace no”.

Alice-“No.” 

Mary- “What did you have here then”? 

Alice-“We had nothing  because we did not have furniture we only used down stairs and one wee room for visitors for somebody coming to stay …This was just nothing…It was just a big room… But that was an iron fireplace… Is that the original maybe that rounded bit”?

Mary- “I think that is the original”.

Alice- “Because again the cat had kittens behind the fire, we had to take the fire out and get the cat and the kittens out from behind the fire.  She managed to squeeze her self in through a wee narrow bit to get in…And eh otherwise we did not use it for anything…I can remember of hand it’s being a nice big room”.

Mary-“I like the way it is quite mild, in a way”.

Alice- “Yes”.

Mary- “In a way… Well that was the problem of putting the bath in here you would have lost that”.

Alice-“Originally, (looking out of back window) Just a corrugated iron roof over the scullery etc.

Mary- “…New roof there …New roof above here”.  

Dot-“So there was no bathroom there”. 

Mary- “No nothing”.

Alice- “It was just outside like that then “.

Mary-“ It was just a landing”.

Alice- “A landing just a landing.”

Shehani- “Just a landing”.

Dot-“What’s underneath that roof?

Mary- “A utility room…where she used to cook”.

Dot- “Oh they used to cook in there”!

Mary- “Oh yes it was the kitchen when I moved in”. 

Dot-“ In that tiny bit and they had the kitchen as what…Sitting room”. 

Mary- “As the dining room”. 

Dot-“And used up here as the sitting room”?

Mary-“Yes and down there”.

Dot- “Oh right…That makes a huge difference then the… Kitchen.”
Mary- “It was a terrible tragedy you couldn’t breathe”. 

Alice-“Well you think they could have changed it… Its strange there is plenty other rooms you could have used…Well it was a kitchen when the Coutts were here as far as I can remember”.

Mary- “Where about do they live now”? 

Alice- “Eh somewhere up north Caithness is it…Cromarty”. 

Mary- “I think here would be much the same cant thinks that this has changed”.(Top of stairs, landing).

Alice- “I wrote a bit about it just to describe what it had been like when we were here …I argued there had been two steps ….I thought there was no steps”.

Mary-“Yes because you said that…”

Alice-“I thought there had been no steps”. 

Dot- “Well you were wrong mum”. 
Alice- “I know I am wrong oh she has changed it”.

Mary- “I thought you were talking about the steps there going into the bathroom”.

Alice- “No just came round like that no steps there at all (rooms on second floor)  He maintained there were two steps into that room…The big room….like that…up here he is not right…This is the only wee room we used as a spare  ….I think they would probably be the original fires…Yes”.

Mary- “Yes…The one in my room probably”.

Alice- “Is the same Yes”.

Alice- “Because they are nice with that roundy bit”.

Mary-“Now this is good because I don’t put curtains up cos I say what the heck is the point  you just bring these across and a lot of people don’t want curtains well its nice in the winter I suppose  I haven’t put curtains on the two bedrooms down here”.

Dot-“It keeps some of the light out when you have got them up”.

Alice-“And shutters are good and they keep the sun out as well don’t they”?

Mary- “Yes and they are coming back in...When I go to London”. 

Alice-“They seem to be…A lot of them have them”.

Mary- “This really is a mess…I am in the midst of unpacking”.

Alice- “The same sort of fireplace again”.

Mary- “That’s the same and that one I couldn’t I have not had a go at yet I must actually I must do that it would be quite nice to have it on in the winter”.

Alice- “We never used this at all…And the next door was empty as well I think I was only upstairs three times the whole time we were here”.

Mary-“I have not been in here for ages so I will need to get a move on I have friends coming to stay…I don’t think it will have changed much…Its pretty untouched except it has been decorated  the fire places again the same sort of idea”.

Alce-“They must have been the original…Cuil has been here for quite a long time in the 1841 census I think it is on it  or 1851 census.  Away back then there has  been a house here always… Cuil house”.

Mary- “I think it has been around longer than that”. 

Alice-“Well that is as far back as you can go with the census is 1841”.

Mary-“Yes 1841 that’s right because I got that from…yours when I came I decided to investigate”.

Alice-“Oh did you…Yes to see who lived here.

Mary-“Right we will go this way first”. (up to the top floor)

Shehani-“It’s a lovely room”.

Mary- “Well outside this window that’s where it’s got the entire thing about George Houston which must have been…You saw that didn’t you”.

Alice-“Yes”.

Mary-“Just out there, (looking out of the window at the lead facings, looking at sketches done by George Houston)  So I said to the decorator you are not to do anything with that…There is a little sketch  of  his house, this house, there,  I said his house, well it was his house…That one there”.

Shehani-“There is a lot of different years …Years 1871… 1928 interesting”.
Mary –“So…Its quite fun  from that point of view I haven’t actually got any of his paintings…Big Donald in the George tried to sell me he did not actually try to he just said I have got three paintings of George Houston … And I said oh have you” .

Alice- “And that was the end of that”. !

Mary- “This was a cupboard I put shelves in it Its Quite handy”.

Alice-“Staff rooms probably…yes I think once upon a time”. 

Mary- “Possibly yes”.

Alice-“I think so yes, Houston would have had it.”

Dot-“Steep stairs”.

Mary-(Again looking out of the upstairs window)“Very good for you …you have to go further out really…Can you see the little picture that he has done of the house”.

Dot-“Is this it here….Yes George Houston”.

Mary-“Yes…And there is another date there as well…George is the artist then John Houston would be the son…And they were here for quite a while weren’t they”.

Alice- “There was quite a family of them…I remember when I was at school over there and in front of the hydro houses he was sitting with the easel and the board and Miss Munro telling us don’t you dare go near Mr Houston  because he is painting”.

Mary- “And was he living here”.

Alice- “Yes he was living here at that time.  It must have been the forties”.

Shehani- “And where would he sit…On the lawn….Did you see him”?

Alice- “No I never saw him I have no idea… It was only on the other side that I saw him”. 

Mary-“Of course he did that mural that is in the village hall over there”.

Shehani- “I see”.

Dot-“Did you say John Houston…Where does it say that”.

Mary-“Here look, I think that is definitely him and there was another one mentioned…Careful…I had a friend staying here a couple of years ago and he said the light is fantastic for painting…He is an artist…He was raving about it”.

Alice-“Yes, I mean you get the early mornings light..

Mary-“Yes you do and as you were saying it is always sunny”. 

Alice-“When the sun comes out you get it at  Cuil”.

Mary-“I mean the only time you don’t, is obviously in the evening and then you see it over at Cairndow.”

Alice- Walter always moans when he sees it, as we don’t get the sun early at the Square. 

Mary- “You have been there a long time”? 

Alice- “Thirty eight years”.

Mary- “That is quite a time…”

Shehani- “Sorry say that all again I missed that”.

Mary- (upstairs wet room) “It was a cupboard and I kept the window because it was so pretty and made it into this nice white room as I call it”.

Shehani-“So was the door here or…”? 

Mary- “The door is where we are yes…It was easier to keep it the way it was”.

Shehani-“I wonder if that is original…Do you remember”?

Dot- “Can I take a Photograph of that window”?

Mary-“Yes”.

Alice-“Dot has got a thing about windows…It was probably an old type of one I just can’t remember.”  

Dot-“Is this the original staircase”.
Mary-“Yes”.

Alice-“But how old are you it would be before you were born …Rachel was fifty the other day so that is how long since she was born here”.

Mary-“It is scary when they get to theses ages isn’t it”. 
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